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NATIONAL PET DAY

BIG BLUE WINS

Members of the Eastern community share photos
their furry friends for National Pet Day.

Both the Eastern men's and women's
track teams won the EIU Big Blue
Classic at O'Brien Field on Friday.
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"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID "

Students
talk about
issues with
spring
semester

VOL. 105 NO. 131

Enjoying the warm weather

■

ByBrysenCarr
Conbi>utilg Reporter j@DEN_news
At the end of the full semester this year Eastern Illinois University decided to not have a spring break
due to COVID-19.
Eastern students shated their thoughts on how
they felt about the university cancelling their spring
break.
Asher Roper, a senior majoring in graphic design,
and Jessica Nantes, a freshman majoring in broadcast journalism, both said that they were disappointed when they first found out about it being canceled.
They both mentioned that the cancelation of
spring break had an effect on their ability to learn in
the middle part ofthe spring semester.
"It would have helped to have that week offand it
would have been nice to be able to have a break away
from school to refresh my mind," said Nantes.
"It has affected my learning strongly," said Roper. "1here were many times when I needed a mental
break from school and yet not having a full week off
had drained my abilities to perform wdl in school."
Nantes and Clayton Young, a junior majoring in
mathematics, both said that it was 'overwhelming'
at times since they did not have a full week off from
school.
·
To substitute the traditional spring break schedule,
Eastern had five 'wdlness days' throughout the semester where students and faculty would have a full day
without any ch=.
Nantes said thatJt was tough to enjoy the wdlness
days because they were all in the middle ofthe week
and there were still assignments that had to be completc:d on those days.
Young also explained his thoughts on the wdlness
days that were put in place this semester.
"I'm glad that we got the wdlness days and fur me
they have been nice," said Young. "But I have a lot
of friends that still have homework that's due on the
wdlness days or they spend their wellness day doing
homework."
Roper said that the wellness days 'were not good
enough' because each of them were spread throughout the semester.
Despite not having a spring break all of the students said that they understood the purpose ofwhy
the university decided to cancel. it, but that they feel as
ifin the future the faculty should come up with a way
to include the students when making the decision.
The students also felt that the 'credit no credit' option being taken away this semester was unfair.
Roper said that it just does not make any sense
that students cannot have the option of credit no
credit ronsidering that it has been a part of the school
system fur years.
Erykah Walker, a sophomore majoring in ~ology, mentioned that it is unfortunate that the university has made this decision, especially while most
courses are virtual.
"It's very unfortunate," said Walker. '"That's something in the past that helped people cope with this
huge transition not only in school, but in life and I
think that it should remain permanent."

Brysen Carr can be reached at 581-2812 or
bdcarr2@eiu.edu.
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A group of students relax on the South Quad and listen to music while enjoying the weather on Friday. Many students have been spending more time outside as the weather continues to warm up.

Vigil against Asian hate to be held Monday
By Elizabeth Taylor

Associate News Editor I@DEN_news

As part ofEastem's events for Asian American
and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, there will
be a virtual candlelight vigil against Asian hate
on Monday evening.
Skylar Coffey, a political science grad student
and vice president of student affairs, will host the
#EIUnited Against Asian Hate Candlelight Vigil.
"This event is being held in response to the
tragic events that took place in Georgia that re- ·
suited in the lives of six Korean women being
lost, as well as the rise in Asian hate crimes across
the country," Coffey said.
"We are wanting to honor and remember the
victims of these horrific attacks and call for an
end to these terrible acts."
According to data analyzed by the Center for
the Study of Hate and Extremism at California State University, the number of hate crimes
against Asian people increased by nearly 150 percent in 2020.
This rise in violence was brought to light after eight Asian women were killed in a series of
shootings that commentators said appeared to be
a hate crime in Atlanta, GA on March 17.
The candlelight vigil will be open to any Eastern students, faculty and staff and Charleston
community members who are interested in joining.
Attendees are invited to bring their own candles or pictures ofloved ones to share.There will

CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Graduate students Starr Winburn (left) and Justice McGruder raise a flag for Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders April 1 to kick off Asian/Pacific Islander Heritage'Month.

be a moment of silence for people who have died
due to hate crimes.
Part of the vigil will also be used to reflect on
racism and other challenges that faced by the
Asian American and Pacific Islander community, according to the event description posted by
Eastern's Office of Inclusion and Academic En-

gagement.
The vigil will be held on April 12 from 6 p.m.
to 7 p.m. via Zoom.
To join, visit go.eiu.edu/EIUnitedVigil.

Elizabeth Taylor can be reached at 581-2812 or
at egtaylor@eiu.edu.
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A number of top executives and
corporate leaders gathered online
this weekend" to discuss what to
do in response to changes to some
state voting laws, according to multiple news reports.
The Washington Post reported that more than I 00 leaders, including executives from major airlines, retailers and manufacturers - plus at least one NFL owner - talked about potential ways ro
show they opposed the legislation,
which has already been signed into
law in Georgia and is being considered elsewhere. That includes halting donations to politicians who
support the bills and even delaying
investments in states that pass the
restrictive measures, according to
Jeffrey Sonnenfeld, a Yale management professor and one of the organizers.
The Wall Street Journal, citing unnamed sources who attended, said that Kenneth Chenault, the
former chief executive of American
Express Co. , and Kenneth Frazier,
CEO of Merck & Co., urged dozens of leaders to collectively call for
greater voting access. Chenault and
Frazier warned businesses against
dropping the issue and asked CEOs
to sign a statement opposing what
they view as discriminatory legislation on voting.
The new statement could come
early this week and would build on

one that 72 Black executives signed
last month in the wake of changes
to Georgia's voting laws, according
to the newspaper's report.
A number of companies and
their leaders have spoken up on the
issue in recent weeks. While Republican lawmakers - such as Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell - have derided such action,
many activists and others say big
business hasn't gone far enough.
More than 350 different voting bills are under consideration
in dozens of states, according to a
tally from the Brennan Center for
Justice, a public-policy think tank.
The Wall Street Journal reported
that some executives on the call described some bills as either racist or
restrictive, and several participants
described their efforts as critical to
democracy, rather than partisan.
While many companies indicated
their support of a statement or further action, some remain reticent to
speak out on a politically charged
issue.
One executive from a Fortune
l 00 consumer-products company told the Wall Street Journal that
while board members, employees
and vendors are pressing leaders
to speak out, doing so could put a
bull's-eye on the company.
"It's really a no-win situation
from a corporate standpoint," the
executive said.
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southern Illinois community of Colp

Clark said. ''I think women should be

~~;:i:i:'.ect·
The Southern Illinoisan in Carbondale reportS Marcella Clark was elected
Tuesday with 30 votes, with incumbent
Village President Tammy O'DaniellHowell receiving 16 and challenger
Bryan Riekena 11.
Colp is a predominantly white, incorporated village of less than 250. It
and the neighboring communities of
No. 9 and Dewmaine accepted Black
residents when many towns in the region did not allow persons of color to
reside within their city limits.
"I think it's time to have a person of

abl~~::::;
i;:i~;-~illage
Board for 15 years, first elected after
her husband's death in 1992. He also
served on the village board. She served
a term, took some time off, and then
ran again.
Clark said she wanted to be village
president because she believes the vil!age '' has gone down."
"I figured I could get in and make it
better," Oark said.
Clark will take office in May. She
says among her most important tasks
will be encouraging residents to volunteer for projects that help the village.

::s;:

Iran calls Natanz
atomic site blackout
'nuclear t·e rrorism'
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates heightens tensions between the two
(AP) - Iran on Sunday described a nations, already engaged in a shadow
blackout at its underground Natanz conflict across the wider Middle East.
atomic facility an act of "nuclear ter- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Nerorism," raising regional tensions as tanyahu, who met Sunday with U.S.
world powers and Tehran continue to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, has
negotiate over its tattered nuclear deal. vowed to do everything in his power to
While there was no immediate · stop the nuclear deal.
claim of responsibility, suspicion fell
Details remained few about what
immediately on Israel, where its me- happened early Sunday morning at the
dia nearly uniformly reported a devas- facility, which initially was described as
tating cyberattack orchestrated by the a blackout caused by the electrical grid
country caused the blackout.
feeding its above-ground workshops
If Israel was responsible, it further and underground enrichment halls.
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Eastern shares furry friend photos

Gwen
Sam Hennegan' s cat

Jack and London
Gail Turner's dogs

Rice Ball
Mack Graham's cat

Leyla and Gypsie
Caeli Haabs' dogs

Blair
Brianna Payne's cat

, Poptart
Skylar Redmond's hamster

TheDAILYEASTERNNEWS

OPINIONS

I
J

STAFF EDITORIAL

WWW.DAI LYEASTERN NEWS .COM

Monday, 04.12.2021

COLUMN

Ju_s t wear a
Pressure for gun plan
mask, it is not badly needed, helpful
that hard to do
There is still a pandemic going
on.
It is ridiculous that we ~eed to
remind people of this, but it seems
as if many people have forgotten
that COVID-19 is still a serious
problem.
.
Nevertheless, we at The Daily
Eastern News want to remind everyone of this fact.
Two of our reporters were at the
baseball games on Friday, and the
lack of masks among the crowd was
alarming.
It was not just parents or visiting fans who were maskless, but a
frighteningly large number of Eastern students also were without
proper face coverings.
It does not matter that you are
outside. It does not even matter
if you have been vaccinated. You
still need to wear a mask and practice proper social distancing as the
CDC has been recommending for

Biden announced Thursday in the
White House Rose Garden in front of
an audience of lawmakers and advocates for stricter gun laws that gun vimany months.
olence is an epidemic, and he laid out a
It is so incredibly easy to wear plan aimed to fix it.
as mask, and we should all be so
According to NPR, Biden anaccustomed to it by now that it nounced that he has planned to comshould feel like second nature to bat gun violence with the following acwear one.
tions:
Masks don't just protect you.
"An effort to rein in the proliferation
They also protect everyone that you of so-called ghost guns, which can be
come in contact with.
assembled at home from kits and conThere is simply no excuse for not tain no serial numbers. Biden wants
knowing the basic facts about masks to require serial numbers on key parts
over a year into the pandemic.
and require buyers to have background
If you are not wearing a mask, checks.
you are sending the message that
The Justice Department will issue an
you do not care about the health of annual report on firearms trafficking,
those around you. It shows that you updating the last one from 2000.
are selfish.
The Justice Department has been diPlease just cover your face and rected to drafr rules regulating stabisocially distance for a few more lizing braces that make AR-15 pistols,
months. Make sure you get vacci- which are generally subject to fewer
nated as soon as you can.
regulations than rifles, more stable and
The pandemic is nearing an end, accurate. The suspect in last month's
and if people keep ignoring proto- · Boulder, Colo., mass shooting that
cols, it may go on for longer than killed 10 people reportedly used such
necessary.
a brace.

Lindsey Ulrey
The Justice Department will draft a
template for states to use to write 'red
flag' laws that enable law enforcement
and family members to seek court orders to remove firearms from people
determined to be a threat to themselves
or others."
It was also announced that ATF veteran David Chipman was nominated
by Biden to lead the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
an agency that plays a key role in gun
regulations. "As a father, public servant,
gun owner, and decorated law enforcement professional Chipman has spent
his life serving the public, combating
violent crime, and striving to make our
nation and our communities safer ev-

ery day," the White House stated.
Susan Rice, Biden's domestic policy adviser, told NPR's Juana Summers
that Thursday's actions are just the first
steps. "This is not the end of what this
administration will do," Rice said, "but
we thought it was very important for
the president to come out early, within
the first 100 days of his administration,
to make clear ... that this remains a very
significant priority for the administration."
The pressure from gun control advocates finally pushed Biden to take action. This is a great example of the ways
that Biden listens to the people and
what they need. Amy Hunter, a spokeswoman for the National Rifle Association said, "The NRA will fight this
nomination and ill-conceived executive actions." This is just one of many
people that are going to fight against
Biden's gun control plan. I am not convinced yet that the Biden administration will win this fight.
Lindsey Ulrey is a freshman political
science major. She can be reached at
581-2812 or lrulrey@eiu.edu.
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Panther men, women get Big Blue wins
By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chiefl@adam_tumino

1~
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Eastern sophomore Adam Swanson runs with a lead in the 1,500 meter run during the EIU s·ig Blue Classic Friday
afternoon. Swanson won the event and both the men's and women's teams finished first in the meet.

ock in the 10,000 meter run. Marcos
posted a time of 14:27.91, with teammates Franky Romano and Richie JaO'Brien Field was the site of the cobo finishing second and third with
EIU Big Blue Classic Friday. Both times of 14:29.89 and 14.37:98.
the Eastern men's and women's track
This puts Marcos, Romano and Jateams picked up wins in the event, cobo in fourth, fifth and eighth in the
the second win for the men's team in OVC in the 5,000 meter run.
the outdoor season and first for the
Bullock finished the 10,000 mewomen's team.
ter run with a time of31:50.06 with
Condensed to a one-day event due teammate David Thompson finishing
to weather concerns, the meet got second at 32:26.20.
started at 10 a.m. Friday. By the time
There were three-first place finishes
it ended, the Panthers had collect- for the women's team as well.
ed 11 individual first-place finished
Sophomore Danielle Frank won
and won three of the four relays on the 100-meter dash with a time of
the day.
12.04, the eighth-best mark in the
For the men's team, sophomore conference this season.
Adam Swanson continued his strong
Graduate transfer Emily Montseason with first-place finishes in gomery won the hammer throw with
both the 1,500 meter and 800 me- a mark of 175', moving her into third
ter runs with times of 3:50.72 and place in both the conference and
1:50.97 respectively.
Eastern history.
Swanson had been named OVC
Senior Makenna also threw her
Male Track Athlete of the Week twice way up the Eastern and conference
this season and leads the conference leaderboards with a win in the discus.
in the 800 meter run with a time of Her throw of 105'4" ranks fourth in
1:47 .66 which he set at the Texas Re- the OVC and seventh in school hislays on March 25.
tory.
Junior Nick Oakley 1,500 meter
Senior Kate Bushue picked up a
run with a time of3:57.14.
pair of second-place finishes in the
A pair of Panthers stood out in 800 meter run and 1,500 meter run.
the 100-meter dash with redshirMeSophomore Akiya Kollore finished
nior Shanda!! Thomas and freshman second in the 100 meter hurdles with
Brailyn Johnson placing first and sec- a time of 14.19, putting her in second with times of 10.58 and 10.59 ond place in the OVC and tying her
respectively.
for eighth in school history.
Thomas leads the conference this
Eastern also performed well in the
year in the 100-meter dash with a relay events Friday.
time of 10.52 and Johnson moved
The men's team placed first in both
into second place in the conference the 4xl00 meter relay and 4x400 mewith his time Friday.
ter relay with times of 3: 17. 72 and
Redshirt-sophomore Mason Jones 41. 53 respectively.
picked up a first-place finish in the
The women's team won the 4x400
steeplechase with a time of 9:49.98, meter relay with a time of 3:51.74
the sixth-best time in the OVC this and finished third in the 4xl00 meter
season, while junior Jekeel Suber and · relay with a time of 49 .12.
Riley Baker won the 110 meter hurBoth teams will be back in action
dles and 400 meter hurdles respec- April 16 and 17 in Terre Haute for
tively.
the Indiana State Gibson Invite.
Both Suber and Baker now lead
It will be the second time in two
the OVC in these events, Suber with weeks that the Panthers will be coma time of 14.28 and Baker with a peting at Indiana State after meettime of 52.56.
ing the Sycamores in a dual meet on
The last two first-place finishes for April 3.
the men's team belonged to senior Jaime Marcos in the 5,000 meter run
Adam Tumino con be reached at 581and redshirt-sophomore Will Bull2812 or ojtumino@eiu.edu.

Baseball team takes weekend series from Colonels
By Ryan Meyer
Baseball Reporter I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern baseball team won
two of three in their ~onference
series over the weekend against
Eastern Kentucky.
The Panthers won both games
in Friday's doubleheader, winning
9-7 and 11-2, respectively.
Eastern Illinois dropped Saturday afternoon's game 8-6.
Eastern Kentucky had a 7-5
lead in the seventh inning of Friday's first game, but a home run
by shortstop Trey Sweeney and
RBI from third baseman Dalton
Doyle, catcher Ryan Knernschield
and center fielder Keith Kerrigan
drove in three unanswered runs in
the 9-7 win.
Alex Stevenson took the win in
two innings pitched to close the
game. Starting pitcher Cameron
Doherty gave up three runs in 5.1
innings with five strikeouts.
Game two of the series saw the
Panthers never looking back after
jumping to a 10-0 lead in the first
three innings, cruising to the 11-2
victory.

Ky Hampton got the win on the
mound, only giving up two runs
in 7.2 innings with four strikeouts.
Eastern Illinois scored most of
their runs in the second game off
smart baserunning and four RBIs
from Knernschield, who had a single, a double and an RBI sacrifice

fly.
Saturday's loss came at the
hands of an efficient Eastern Kentucky offense, who were leading
8-0 through five and a half innings. A late comeback off RBIs
by Doyle and first baseman Christian Pena provided the Panthers
with six runs, which proved to not
be enough.
Pitcher Nick Laxner was lightsout after coming in for Foster Anshutz in the fifth inning, giving
up no runs and only one hit in 3.1
innings.
The Panthers ended the series
with a 7-8 conference record and
a 16-14 overall record.
Head coach Jason Anderson addressed Hampton's performance in
game two and the close score of
game one.

"The first game was a nail biter.
We got ahead and let them kind of
claw their way back, but we hung
in and got it in the end," Anderson said. "In the second game we
jumped out ahead and Ky Hampton just threw a fantastic game,
just tremendous, exactly what we
needed."
Anderson also addressed the
team's pitching and explained
what they need to work on as the
schedule begins to see more and
more OVC opponents.
"We gotta throw strikes, first
of all, and we're just trying to be
smarter situationally pitching,"
Anderson said. "If we get a lead,
we want to keep the lead, just giving up too many leads throughout the year, and hopefully we're
getting better and we're learning
from our mistakes, but it's really
about throwing strikes and having
confidence out there."
The Panthers will host the
Maryville Saints on Tuesday. The
Saints have a 10-13 overall record.
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Ryon Meyer con be reached at 5812812 or romeyer@eiu.edu.

Eastern pitcher Ky Hampton releases a pitch against Eastern Kentucky in
game two of a doubleheader April 9. The Panthers won the game 11-2.

